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American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 
honors outstanding Scientists  
Ivan Dikic will receive the William C. Rose Award 2013 

 

 
 

FRANKFURT. Prof. Ivan Dikic, Head of the Institute of Biochemistry II and Director of 
the Buchmann Institute of Molecular Life Sciences at the Goethe University Frankfurt, 
was awarded with the William C. Rose Award 2013, as announced today by the 
American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology.  
 
With this Award, the American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 
recognizes outstanding contributions of Ivan Dikic to biochemical and molecular 
biological research and in particular his pioneering work in understanding the Ubiquitin 
Code that regulates multiple biological processes. The Award consists of a plaque and 
3.000 US$ and will the awarded at the Annual Meeting in Spring, 2013, where Prof. 
DIkic will be invited to present his research. 
 
Ivan Dikic has been working at the Medical Faculty of the Goethe University in 
Frankfurt since 2002. More then 10 years ago, he started to concentrate his work on 
the Ubiquitin Research. Prof. Dikic showed that Ubiquitin acts as a multivalent cellular 
signal recognized by an expanding number of binding proteins that in turn translate 
this molecular signal into appropriate cellular phenotypes. His group have identified 
several novel Ubiquitin binding domains and used structural and functional studies to 
demonstrate their roles in the regulation of DNA repair, inflammation, receptor 
endocytosis, and proteasomal degradation. Despite their biological relevance, 
modern-day tools to study Ub chains in their physiological environment remain 
rudimentary and mainly focus on the biochemical characterization of chains, 
substrates or ubiquitin-binding domains (UBDs). Lately, Ivan Dikic’s group described 
the development and in vivo application of highly versatile chain-specific Ub sensors.   
 
Ivan Dikic, born 1966 in Zagreb, Croatia where he was trained as a medical doctor 
has subsequently obtained his PhD in molecular biology, while working under the 
supervision of Joseph Schlessinger at the New York University Medical Center. Ivan 
Dikic is a dedicated educator and mentor of young scientists in becoming independent 
researchers. He has established the Laboratory for Tumor Biology at the Medical 
School in Split, Croatia, where he supports training and education of students and 
postdoctoral fellows. He is an active promoter of popularization of science in general 
public, by giving public lectures, participating media science discussions and by 
organizing multidisciplinary courses. Also this part of his work was recognized with 
William C. Rose Award.  
 



 

Informationen:  
Prof. Ivan Dikic, Institut für Biochemie II und Buchmann Institut für Molekulare 
Lebenswissenschaften, Universitätsklinikum Campus Niederrad, Tel.: (069) 6301-
5652; ivan.dikic@biochem2.de 
http://www2.uni-frankfurt.de/42409151/038 
 
 
Die Goethe-Universität ist eine forschungsstarke Hochschule in der europäischen Finanzmetropole Frankfurt. 1914 von 
Frankfurter Bürgern gegründet, ist sie heute eine der zehn drittmittelstärksten und größten Universitäten Deutschlands. Am 
1. Januar 2008 gewann sie mit der Rückkehr zu ihren historischen Wurzeln als Stiftungsuniversität ein einzigartiges Maß an 
Eigenständigkeit. Parallel dazu erhält die Universität auch baulich ein neues Gesicht. Rund um das historische Poelzig-
Ensemble im Frankfurter Westend entsteht ein neuer Campus, der ästhetische und funktionale Maßstäbe setzt. Die „Science 
City“ auf dem Riedberg vereint die naturwissenschaftlichen Fachbereiche in unmittelbarer Nachbarschaft zu zwei Max-Planck-
Instituten. Mit über 55 Stiftungs- und Stiftungsgastprofessuren nimmt die Goethe-Universität laut Stifterverband eine 
Führungsrolle ein.  
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