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Professor of Biochemistry (W3)
3 children, no period of childcare leave

Academic education 
1991 - 1992 Diploma thesis work performed at Tumour Immunology Programme of the 

Cancer Research Centre (DKFZ), Heidelberg, Germany 
1986 - 1991 Studies of Biology at the University of Bielefeld 

Scientific degrees 
June 1995 Dr. rer. nat. (Ph.D.) degree received from University of Bielefeld, Germany with 

“summa cum laude” for thesis work performed at DKFZ  
1992 - 1995 Ph.D. thesis in the Department of Immunogenetics (Head: Peter H. Krammer), 

Tumour Immunology Programme, DKFZ; Title: Molecular and functional 
characterisation of the APO-1 ligand 

June 1992 Diploma in Biology (Master‘s Degree) received from University of Bielefeld with grade: 
“very good” 

Scientific career 
2019 - present Alexander von Humboldt Professor of Biochemistry and Director of the Center for 

Biochemistry, Medical Faculty, University of Cologne, Germany  
2014 - 2019 Head of the Department of Cancer Biology, UCL Cancer Institute, University College 

London, London, UK 
2013 - 2019 Scientific Director, CRUK – UCL Cancer Centre 
2013 - present Professor of Cancer Biology and Chair of Centre for Cell Death, Cancer and 

Inflammation, UCL Cancer Institute 
2007 - 2012 Professor of Tumour Immunology, Head of Tumour Immunology Unit, Imperial 

College London, London, UK 
2000 - 2007 Head of the BioFuture Research Group “Apoptosis Regulation” within the Tumour 

Immunology Programme of the German Cancer Research Centre (DKFZ), 
Heidelberg, Germany 

2002 - 2004 CEO/CSO of Apogenix, a biotech company dedicated to developing targeted pro- and 
anti-apoptotic therapeutics (during this period the position at DKFZ was part time) 

1998 - 2000 Group Leader in the Department of Immunogenetics of the Tumour Immunology 
Programme of the DKFZ 

1996 - 1997 Scientist (PostDoc Level) at Immunex Corp. in Seattle, WA, USA 
1995 - 1996 Postdoctoral Fellow in the Tumour Immunology Programme of the DKFZ 

Honors/ Awards/ Memberships 
2019 Alexander von Humboldt Professorship Prize 
2018 Wellcome Trust Investigator Award 
2013 - present Member of the ERC Consolidator Grants Life Sciences 4 (ERC CoG LS4) 

Panel 
2011 Wellcome Trust Investigator Award 
2011 ERC Advanced Grant 
2001 genius biotech award for the business plan of Apogenix AG (1st Prize) 
1999 BioFuture Prize of the German Ministry of Education and Science (BMBF) 
1996 5-year Postdoctoral Fellowship for Research on Infectious Diseases (‘Aids

Stipend Programme) awarded by the German Ministry for Science and
Technology (BMWT)
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